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sentiments running high and the possibility of
the majority Hindu vote consolidating behind a
party like the BJP, as seen in recent elections,
this political equation is no longer assured.
"The 2024 elections could be a one-sided affair
in favor of BJP," cautioned Manik Yadav a
Lucknow-based journalist.

At the heart of Modi's religious appeal is the
"ram" temple, unveiled while still under
construction. Since January 12, Modi has
observed a fast and visited a series of temples,
donning saffron robes and blurring the lines
between prime minister and monk. A sense of
resignation pervades many Muslims, with
some holding the community's leaders
accountable. "The Muslim parliamentarians
had accepted the construction of a Hindu
temple in Ayodhya, and they raised our hopes
by saying that a secular Constitution would
safeguard the interests of minorities and
reclaim the disputed land," said Amir Khawaja,
a journalist from Varanasi. Expectations
reached a peak in 2018 when the Supreme
Court attempted mediation between
community representatives, which ultimately
proved unsuccessful. Then in 2019, the
Supreme Court vindicated the Hindu mob of
1992 that had demolished the Babri-Mosque,
deciding in favor of the construction of a
mandir at the site. The BJP government has its
eyes on other mosques of historical
significance now. The state and national
judiciary seems to be its partner in crime. A
high court in Mathura has given a judgment
calling for an examination of the 17th-century
Shahi Idgah Mosque in Mathura to determine
if it was erected over the remains of a temple.
India’s 200 million Muslims find themselves
pondering the uncertainties that lie ahead.
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Modi Unveils Temple as Indian Muslims

Express Apprehension About the Future
Raza ul Haq

In the midst of a jubilant atmosphere sweeping
across India's Hindu majority, the nation's 200
million Muslims find themselves pondering the
uncertainties that lie ahead. Narendra Modi
inaugurated the “ram" temple, triggering a
nationwide frenzy that brought the 1.4 billion-
strong country and its nearly $4 trillion
economy to a virtual standstill. The stock
market ceased trading, government offices
operated only half the day, and movie theaters
provided live screenings of the Hindu religious
ceremony. Major public hospitals curtailed
services for the day to allow staff to partake in
the celebrations, while the Congress, India's
main opposition party, chose to skip the event.
Conspicuously absent from news channels and
public discourse was any mention of the
temple's construction at the very site where
the 16th-century Babri Masjid was demolished
by a terrorist Hindu nationalist mob in
December 1992. Muslims harbor concerns that
the perceived "triumphalism" observed "may
just worsen in the days to come." Journalist
Amal Hassan expressed apprehension, stating,
"In fact, after Ayodhya, there might be a
snowballing effect on other disputed places
like Mathura and Kashi.," Mathura and
Varanasi, also known as Kashi and Modi's
parliamentary constituency, house historic
mosques that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and its Hindu majoritarian allies assert were
constructed upon the ruins of temples.
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For many of India's 200 million Muslims, the
state-sponsored pomp and show surrounding
the temple's inauguration marks another
painful realization that, especially since Modi
assumed office in 2014, India, the secular
democracy they once knew, seems to have
forsaken them. Furthermore, the collaboration
between all of India's institutions, including the
civil and military bureaucracy and the higher
judiciary, with the Modi regime deepens their
sense of alienation. The escalating religious
polarization not only jeopardizes their safety
and security but also diminishes their political
influence in the upcoming Indian elections.
Muslims account for over 20 percent of the
population in 101 of India’'s 543 directly

elected parliamentary constituencies.
Traditionally, Indian secularism relied on
Hindus and Muslims, the two largest

communities, voting primarily on economic or
non-religious issues,

This Muslims,
although not a monolithic voting bloc, to wield
limited but tangible influence over electoral

dynamic allowed Indian

outcomes for the majority of independent
India's 77-year journey. This influence was
particularly evident in the northern states of
Uttar Pradesh, home to Ayodhya, Varanasi,
Mathura, and Lucknow, as well as the eastern
states of West Bengal and Assam, which house
some of India's most substantial Muslim

populations. However, with Hindu religious
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